
William Warren Munroe,  

763 Beach Road,  

Qualicum Beach,  

BC, V9K 1S2 

March 12, 2014  

Open letter to Qualicum School District 69  Board of Trustees and Superintendent 

Regarding: Facility Review, Public Consultation, enrolment forecast 

Thank you for your reply, February 26, 2014 and March 4, 2014 to my requests to ensure the new 

(2013) enrolment forecast be accompanied with the method and input data. Thank you also for sharing 

your high regard for the numbers you refer to; however the method and input data were not provided. 

Please publish the methods and input data used to create the new lower enrolment forecast.   

In this manner, the Qualicum School District 69  Board of Trustees and Superintendent would ensure 

the integrity of the facility review. Otherwise, the facility review can reasonably be seen to be flawed, 

failing to meet the conditions set out in the School Act regarding Opening and Closing public schools. 

(a) a fair consideration of the community’s input and adequate opportunity for the 

community to respond to a board’s proposal to close the school permanently; 

(b) consideration of future enrolment growth in the district of persons of school 

age, persons of less than school age and adults; and 

(c) consideration of possible alternative community use for all or part of the 

school. 

See SCHOOL OPENING AND CLOSURE ORDER, BC Ministry of Education, Governance and 

Legislation Branch E-95 October 15, 2009, Authority: School Act, section 73 and 168 

(2)(p)  

Without being informed about the “future enrolment growth in the district of persons of school age, 

persons of less than school age and adults”, new or expanded schools may be approved just when the 

enrolment is going down, or on the other hand schools may be closed when enrolment is starting to go 

up again. Recall in 2010, just seven years after opening a $10,000,000 expansion, the $10,000,000 

expansion and the rest of the same school were recommended for permanent closure in the QSD. 

As mentioned, methods and input data must accompany findings, not only to ensure that the methods 

and data provided are correct, but to allow  for a better understanding of what the “findings” mean. 

Forecast numbers without verification or validation are unfounded numbers.  

As a professional Population Analyst and Applied Demographer, Member of the Canadian Population 

Society, and having served as the Population Analyst for BC Stats, I continue to advocate verification of 

the methods and data used. 

May I recommend, the Board of Education include a school district level consideration of future 

enrolment growth in the district of persons of school age, persons of less than school age and adults 

using Statistics Canada’s Census of Population and the cohort change ratios method. This is the most 

reliable and cost effective method and data with which to gain insight into the fluctuating age 

distribution based on current trends in the QSD. 

The Population Projection Project, developed here in the Qualicum School District, to address concerns 

raised by public consultation participants about how projections are created, does not yet have 

projections for the QSD. I have presented to you the method and input data used but have as yet to 

create the findings.  The findings may corroborate the new lower forecast, or may not.  



Either way, a verifiable, valid (can be validated) set of well defined scenarios would provide an open 

transparent consideration of future enrolment growth in the district of persons of school age, persons 

of less than school age and adults befitting the public consultation addressing the facility review. 

If the Board of Education members endorse transparency for projections, please refer to the 

Population Projection Project Education tab to learn how to create projections by age groups. If you 

prefer, I could run the model and present the findings to the board members and the public. 

Additionally, an open transparent consideration of births and net migration using economic and social 

indicators, including consideration of economic cycles would also be beneficial to the facility review. 

Please publish the methods and input data used to create the new lower enrolment forecast, and 

include a school district level projection using Statistics Canada Census counts and the cohort change 

ratios method. 

Yours truly, 

 
Warren Munroe 

********************* 

Wm. Warren Munroe, M.A. 

Population Research and Analysis 

WM Population Analysis, www.wminfomatics.com Analysis 

www.wminfomatics.com/PopulationProjections/About.html 

information@wminfomatics.com, or wmpopulationanalysis@shaw.ca, 250-752-0683 

Member of the Population Specialty Group for the American Association of Geographers, the Canadian 

Association of Geographers, and the Canadian Population Society. 

*To see what people are saying about the Population Projection Project visit 

http://www.wminfomatics.com/PopulationProjections/feedback.html 

Presentations - Frontiers in Population Projections - Chair (Population Specialty Group, AAG L.A. 2013); 

Methods for Projections (Canadian Population Society, Victoria BC, 2013 Congress); Projections for 

Community Members, abstract accepted by International Conference of Population Geographies, 

Netherlands 2013, Population Session, Canadian Association of Geographers Western Division, 2014. 

********************* 


